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SIX WOMEN DISCUSS SUCCEEDING IN THE IP SECTOR

RELATED NEWS

August 16, 2019
Cardozo Welcomes
the J.D. Class of
2022 (/news/cardozowelcomes-jdclass-2022)
Integrity, generosity,
grit and joy were the
guiding themes of
Dean Melanie Leslie’s
welcome to the Class
of 2022 for their first
day of orientation.

November 19, 2018

On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, six female intellectual property
practitioners gathered in the Third Floor Lounge to enlighten Cardozo
students about the trials and lessons of succeeding as women in the
intellectual property sector. The panel discussed working in a maledominated sector and how to overcome the inequality, work-life
balance, discriminatory culture practices, and what each speaker
would have told herself if she had known what she knows now.
With an introduction by Cardozo’s Professor of Practice and Director of
the FAME Center, Barbara Kolsun (https://cardozo.yu.edu/directory
/barbara-kolsun), the panel began with moderator Jeanne C. Curtis
(https://cardozo.yu.edu/directory/jeanne-curtis), Director of the
Cardozo/Google Patent Diversity Project and Cardozo Law Visiting
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law introducing the panelists: Allison
Altersohn, Partner at King & Spalding; Lisa J. Ulrich, Intellectual
Property Law Counsel at IBM; Kassie Helm, Partner at Dechert;
Lateasha Powell, Counsel at Tapestry, Inc.; and Gloria Fuentes,
Executive Director at the Office of the General Counsel of Merck.

July 24, 2019
Professor Alex Reinert
Named Max Freund
Professor of Litigation
& Advocacy (/news
/professor-alexreinert-named-maxfreund-professorlitigation-advocacy)
Professor Alexander
Reinert has been
named the Max Freund
Professor of Litigation
& Advocacy, the chair
formerly held by
founding faculty
member Arthur
Jacobson.
July 8, 2019
Class of '19
Graduates Elected to
Order of the Coif
(/news/class-19graduates-electedorder-coif)
Cardozo School of Law
is proud to recognize
27 members of the
9/4/2019, 11:42 AM
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The panelists stated that women do not advocate for themselves as
much as men, and must juggle their professional and personal goals.
According to Ms. Altersohn and Ms. Helm, men make their ambitions
known to everyone beginning on day one of their job. In contrast, most
women start a job without having set ambitions right away—which
hurts them in the long run. Ms. Fuentes emphasized that women have
to know and make their ambitions known because people will help
them to where they want to be if they are notified. In addition to
making their goals known, women must perform a “juggling act” when
balancing their career and personal life, said Ms. Ulrich. Professor
Curtis brought up the “ebbing and flowing” of the job, while Ms.
Powell described her typical day as in-house counsel, “organized
chaos.” Women choose their roles based on their needs; the panelists
gave examples of deal closings as being a 24/7-around-the-clock job,
versus patent prosecution, which is easier to manage when you have
small children.
The panel concluded with the question, “What would you tell your
younger self?” Ms. Ulrich advised, “Take advantage for as many
opportunities as possible.” Ms. Powell said, “Pay attention to
emotional intelligence, being able to think things through and be
comfortable with what you’re doing…throw yourself out there.”
Professor Curtis spoke about confidence being the name of the game:
“Don’t sweat it so much.” Ms. Fuentes advised to “be assertive, talk
more, [and] put yourself out there.” Ms. Altersohn promoted, “It’s
better done than perfect.” Ms. Helm closed by saying, “Take it in
chunks,” meaning that no one can think of doing something for their
whole life, so take life chunk-by-chunk.

The Women in IP panel was sponsored by the Cardozo Intellectual
Property Law Society, Cardozo Women’s Law Initiative, ChIPs, and the
Cardozo FAME Center.

SHARE

Class of 2019 who
have been elected to
membership in the
Order of the Coif.
June 11, 2019
Cardozo Issues
Statement on the
Military Ban on
Transgender
Individuals (/news
/cardozo-issuesstatement-militaryban-transgenderindividuals)
Inclusion is at the
heart of Cardozo Law
School’s community.
The recently imposed
government ban on
transgender
individuals serving in
the military poses a
problem for all
institutions of higher
learning committed to
non-discriminatory
practices.
June 6, 2019
Cardozo Kicks off "19
at 100" Celebration
(/news/cardozo-kicks19-100-celebration)
Cardozo’s yearlong
“Women’s Votes,
Women’s Voices: The
19th Amendment at
100” event series
kicked off on June 4,
2019 – exactly 100
years since the United
States Congress
granted women the
right to vote by passing
the 19th amendment
on June 4, 1919.
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